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2023 Vancouver Open Chinese Chess Contest

The 2023 Vancouver Open Chinese Chess Contest was successfully held at Coquitlam CI located at
Winslow Center on March 4" and 5™, 2023, after extensive work for both preparation and organization.
This contest was organized by the Coquitlam CI, the Coquitlam Chinese Language and Culture Institute
and the Vancouver Chinese Chess Association. It received strong support from many organizations and
communities. The Quebec CI, Edmonton CI, Atlantic International Language & culture Ltd. and Quebec
Chinese Chess Confederation were the co-organizers for this event, as well as the sponsors.

The contest attracted 43 players from the United States and across Canada, some of whom were Chinese
chess masters. The competition had two categories; an adult group and a student group. For all the adults
and the local students, the competition was held in-person. For players in the student group who were
participating from outside Vancouver, the competition was held on-line. This contest followed the Chinese
Chess Competition Rules, commonly used by the World Chinese Chess Confederation. It adopted the Swiss
System for pairing and scorekeeping, where the player was awarded 2 points for winning each game. If the
game ended in a draw, each player gained 1 point. The player did not receive any points for losing their
game. The time limit for each game was 30 minutes and an additional 5 seconds were added to the time
limit with the completion of each move. If the player was 5 minutes late for the game, the player
automatically forfeited the game. The ranking was decided by tie-breakers in the following descending
order of priority: total points of players, total points of opponents, number of games won and direct
encounter between the players. After two days of extensive competition, there were 8 winners for both the
adult group and the student group.

After the competition, the award ceremony of 2023 Vancouver Open Chinese Chess Contest was held to
present the awards, trophies and prizes for all the winners. Mrs. Patricia Gartland, superintendent of
Coquitlam School District, Consul Zhou and Consul Jia from Chinese Consulate in Vancouver were invited
to bring greetings to the ceremony. Two representatives of the contestants also shared their thoughts and
reflections on their participation in this contest. All the special guests congratulated the success of the
competition as well as to all the winners who made excellent achievements at this competition. All the
players expressed their thanks and appreciation to the contest organizers for providing this opportunity to
share and learn from each other.




